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Newsletter 11, December 2016 
An ka t èmè na yé 

In Bambara, the native language in Bamako:  
„We move on“ 

 
 

• Support us to create more local jobs in Mali and fund a motorbike to collect milk  

• We built our farm as planned and now have space for more cows 

• Sudden local political changes stopped us in selling milk in Bamako 

 

We could continue the business of our small-scale dairy this year and built our farm as planned, although 

there were two big challenges in 2016. First, we didn’t know how the health situation of our business 

partner would develop (see 2015 newsletter) and second the newly elected governor of Bamako decided 

almost overnight that all shops at the roadside have to be removed. We couldn’t sell any milk in the capi-

tal anymore.  

 

The business of the small-scale dairy DJOM KOSSAM continues 
We explained in the 2015 newsletter that our local business partner encountered serious health issues. 

Unfortunately, he couldn’t take up his activities until today and we are still not clear how his health situa-

tion will continue. Nobody could look after our daily activities and projects during this difficult time. A 

friend of ours was able to support us on the ground and we solved most challenges in 2016.  

 

This June the newly elected governor of Bamako decided that all selling points along the main roads have 

to be removed (pictures 1 and 2). We couldn’t sell any milk in Bamako anymore and had to let go five 

employees. We now again run our operations continuously after some hectic times during summer. Fur-

thermore, we evaluate if and how we can take up the sales of milk in Bamako again.  

 

We were able to continue our business thanks to good groundwork in the village of our small-scale dairy 

that is a 50 km outside of Bamako. We could develop sales in this village due to regular milk supply from 

local farmers and our own cows. We want to build on this groundwork and improve milk collection with 

a new motorbike as well as to expand our farm.  
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We created more space for cows in our farm 
We started last year with the construction of our own farm. At that point we couldn’t replace the fence 

with a solid wall. We built the wall this spring (picture 3 and 4). The expanded farm helps us to keep the 

cows in a safer place and allows us to improve milk production. The cows are now regularly inseminated. 

By the end of 2015 we received eight calves and currently four cows are pregnant. The calves will be 

born in the next months. These calves would be happy about a given name. One way to support our activ-

ities in Mali is to sponsor a name for a calf.   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Picture 1: The shop of  DJOM KOSSAM in 
Bamako at the time when daily fresh and 
healthy milk was sold. 

Picture 2: The last picture of the shop. With 
this shop our story started back in 2005.  

Picture 3: Our herder Guèladio feeds the cows 
in the old farm, which was only surounded by a 
simple fence.  

Picture 4: We could replace the simple fence 
by a solid wall this year. The wall improves 
safety and simplifies the keeping of cows.  
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Outlook 2017 
In 2017 we would like to invest in a motorbike to expand the collection of milk. We also evaluate if and 

how we can again start business in the capital. Furthermore, we would like to expand our herd and make 

sure that the cows are inseminated regularly. Finally, we plan to repeat our project “Medical support for 

local farmers”, as this project was put on hold due to the health situation of our local partner.   

 
 
 
 
 
We will reach our objectives with your support – Thank you very much!  
The objective of our association is to develop the local Malian dairy sector (farmers, processors, sales 

organizations) and thus to improve the standards of living of local people. This objective can only be 

realized with your support. Why you don’t become a member of the association pro milk Mali (annual 

membership fees: individual CHF 100, student CHF 40, company CHF 1.000), sponsor a name for a 

newborn calf (CHF 250) or buy a cow in Mali (CHF 1250).  

 

Please visit our homepage (www.promilchmali.ch) or contact us via email (info@promilchmali.ch) for 

more information.  

 

 

With this I would like to thank you for your generous and continuous support.  

 

 

I wish you a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 

 

 

Kind regards 

 

 
 
Dr. Stephan Wullschleger,  
President, Association Pro Milk Mali.  
 

 

 

 

 
P.S.: The cantonal tax office of the canton of St. Gallen excluded the association Pro Milk Mali from its liability for 
taxation. The exclusion for taxation was declared on harmonized national taxation law and is valid in each canton of 
Switzerland. The deductibility of donations is regulated on cantonal taxation law. 


